
Japanese Kokai No, 9-330140 
<Embodiment of the lnvention> 

[0008] The mode of operation of the present invention is 
as follows • 

Instead of the use of a password, the keyboard is 
provided with a fingerprint reading portion. Fingerprint 
data is supplied to the personal computer in which the 
fingerprint data is compared with pre-registered fingerprint 
data to determine whether or not it is possible to log on. 
[0009] An embodiment of the present invention is discussed 
below, in detail, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings . 

[0010] Fig. 1 is a block diagram of a personal computer 
having a fingerprint reading/identifying function, according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0011] In Fig. 1, the key board 1 connected to the 
personal computer body 2 by a cable is provided with a 
fingerprint reader 1-1 as can be seen in Fig. 2 which shows 
an outer appearance. The personal computer body 2 is 
provided with a fingerprint identifying portion 2-1 and a 
fingerprint storing portion 2-2, and information thereof is 
indicated on a display (CRT) 3. 

[0012] When an operator who wants to use the personal 
computer, his or her designated finger (e.g., forefinger) is 
pressed against the fingerprint reader 1-1. The fingerprint 
reader 1-1 reads the fingerprint, based on reflected light of 
the internally emitted beam. The fingerprint data thus read 
is sent to fingerprint identifying portion 2-1 of the 
personal computer body 2 . The fingerprint identifying 
portion 2-1 compares the fingerprint data with registered 
fingerprint data stored in the fingerprint storing portion 2- 
2. If the data is identified, it is possible to log on to 
the personal computer 2 . 

Brief Explanation of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the 
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present invention . 

Figure 2 shows an outer appearance of a key board in an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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